A Path Home

A Graphic Novel on Naga Repatriation

By Arkotong Longkumer
[lustrated by Meren Imchen




For the purpose of Open Access, the authors have applied a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) licence.
Available to download free: www. https://rradnagaland.org/

Text and illustration © Arkotong Longkumer & Meren Imchen.

This graphic novel is published under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) licence that allows you to share,
copy, distribute and transmit the work; to adapt the work and to make non-commercial use of the work providing at-
tribution is made to the authors (it cannot be used in any way that suggests that the authors endorse you or your use
of the work). Attribution should include the following information:

Longkumer, Arkotong & Meren Imchen. 2023. A Path Home. A Graphic Novel on Naga Repatriation. RRaD, Dimapur

& North Eastern Social Research Centre, Guwahati.

Further details about Creative Commons licenses ate available at http://creativecommons .org/licenses/

Published by:

Recover Restore and Decolonise (RRaD) North Eastern Social Research
Dimapur, Nagaland Jagriti (2nd Floor), Arunodoi Path
Website: https://rradnagaland.org/ GMCH Road, Christian Basti

Guwahati-781005
Email: nesrcghy@gmail.com
Website: www.nesrc.org

ISBN: 978-81-960850-0-1

788196 " 085001




Acknowledgements

This graphic novel is for the Naga people. We hope that this will inspire and empower you to imagine another world

is possible!

We would like to thank the Economic and Social Research Council Impact Acceleration Grants (ESRC IAA), and the
University of Edinburgh for their support and for believing in this endeavour. We would like to thank the RRaD (Re-
covet, Restore and Decolonise) team for their guidance and for helping us make sense of the graphic novel, and to
the Pitt Rivers Museum, particularly the Director of the Museum, Laura Van Broekhoven, and Curator and Joint

Head of Collections, Marina de Alarcon for their support and friendship from the very beginning.

Much of the content is based on an earlier piece co-written with Dolly Kikon, The Unfinished Business of Colonialism:
Naga Ancestral Remains and the Healing of the Land that helped furnish the context. Along the way, we’ve experienced
plenty of goodwill from Return, Reconcile, Renew (RRR), Revd. Dr. Garry Deverell, and Edward Halealoha Ayau
and have learnt from their work with Indigenous ancestral remains in Australia and Hawai‘i respectively. Sanjoy Barbo-
ra connected us to Walter Fernandes and the team at North Fastern Social Research Centre, who provided us with an

ISBN and agreed to co-publish this book. To all we are immensely grateful.

Many people have read and commented on the graphic novel. In particular we’d like to thank the RRaD team, Laura
Van Broekhoven, Lindsay Graham, and Sentiyula for their very helpful comments. We would like to thank Jenny
Tracey for discussing the storyline with us, her wonderful edits and making the storytelling crisper and better. Many
thanks.

The story is what we call ‘ethnographic fiction’. This means that although the characters and setting are fictional, the
content is largely drawn from people that we have interacted with and the historical events that have shaped much of
our thinking on repatriation. We are left with more questions than answers, but at least we hope that this is a step in

the right direction.

All the characters are named after natural features of the landscape (thanks to Sentiyula for suggesting this!). We
wanted to play with various features of the land that surpass human biology and biographies, while grounding the
story into the songlines of our ancestors. The names are taken from different tribes such as Ali (Ao — earth); Yong-
lang (Konyak — old stone); Bo-ve (Chokti — good tree); Teikhrie (Tenyidie — air); Akuvu (Sumi — light); Chitebu (Mao
— old pear tree); Kimiro (Lotha — embers of the house); Kung (Rongmei — orchid); Sirala (Tangkhul — star); Tesho
(Rengma — oak tree); Ayung (Ao — river). By doing this, we wanted our story to be more earthly and hopefully more

sublime in its tone and texture.

Arkotong Longkumer & Meren Imchen
Edinburgh and Dimapur, January 2023



YONGLANG

Akuvu 80-VE TEIKHRIE

KIMIRO

SIRALA TESHO AYUNG







GRANDMOTHER, HAVE YOU SEEN THE
NEWS IN THE MORLING EXPRESS?
THERE'S A STORY ABOUT NAGA HUMAN
REMAINS BEING RETURNED FROM A
MUSEUM IN ENGLAND - REPATRIATION...

8Y REPATRIATION, T THINK THEY
MEAN BRINGING HOME...THE
MUSEUM 1S CALLED THE PITT
RIVERS; IT'S PART OF OXFORD
LINIVERSITY. THEY HAVE ABOUT
200 HUMAN REMAINS BELONGING
TO THE NAGAS.




YOU MEAN THAT THEY'LL BRING HOME OLIR ANCESTRAL
HUMAN REMAINS? AYAH, T REMEMBER STORIES WHEN
WE WERE CHILOREN ABOUT HOW THE 8RITISH TOOK
ALL KINDS OF THINGS B8ACK TO B8RITAIN, THEY WERE
OBSESSED WITH COLLECTING THINGS - OUR SHAWLS,
SPEARS, DAOS, NECKLACES, BRACELETS... EVEN
HUMAN SKULLS.




WHEN I WAS LITTLE, T REMEMBER SEEING A FEW WHITE MEN, B8UT THAT WAS A LONG, LONG TIME AGO. THEY
DRESSED IN STRANGE CLOTHES - 816 BOOTS, A HAT, AND THEY ALWAYS HAD NAGA DOBASHI WITH THEM, WEARING
THEIR BRIGHT RED SHAWLS.,




DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT THESE ANCESTRAL
REMAINS, GRANDMA?

ALL T REMEMBER ARE STORIES OUR ELDERS
TOLD US ABOUT THE 8RITISH AND WHAT THEY
DID IN OUR VILLAGES. T HEARD THEY CAME
WITH GLUNS, AND THEY WOLILD 8RING HUGE
CANNONS FROM THE ASSAM PLAINS. THEY
DRAGGED THEM ALL THE WAY TO THE HILLS. IT “
MAKES ME ANGRY..JUST THINKING ABOUT IT.
OUR WORLD WAS COMPLETELY SHATTERED.




THESE CANNONS WERE SCARY AND PEOPLE OFTEN CALLED THEM FIREBOMBS. MANY VILLAGES FOUGHT THE 8RITISH
BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO 8E LEFT ALONE, 8UT THE SOLDIERS FINALLY MANAGED TO COLONISE LARGE PARTS OF
THE NAGA LANDS AND 8EGAN RULING OVER US.

IF ANY VILLAGE DEFIED OR DISOBEYED THEIR ORDERS, THEY WOLILD BURN THE WHOLE VILLAGE DOWN AS A FORM OF
COLLECTIVE PLUNISHMENT., IT WAS MAYBE THEN THAT THE 8RITISH LOOTED OUR POSSESSIONS, REMOVED HUMAN
SKULLS, AND TOOK THEM AWAY..I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY DID WITH THEM. WE DION'T TALK ABOUT IT.




DAD, GRANDMA AND T
WERE JUST TALKING ABOUT
THE ANCESTRAL REMAINS
COVERED IN THE MORLING
EXPRESS.




WHY ALL THIS TALK, HO.
THIS IS ALL MISA-MISHI!

B8UT, WHAT ABOUT THE HISTORY THAT WAS HIDDEN
FROM US? THERE ARE HARDLY ANY BOOKS OR
TEACHING MATERIAL THAT TALK ABOUT OLIR PERSPEC-
TIVE OF THE 8RITISH AND WHAT THEY DID. ALL WE HEAR
ARE THOSE FROM BRITISH ADMINISTRATORS AND
AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARIES - THAT THEIR
CULTURE WAS BETTER AND THEREFORE WE SHOULD
BECOME LIKE THEM.

THEY SHOULD JUST LEAVE THEM
THERE IN THE MUSEUM. WE DON'T
KNOW WHO THESE REMAINS BELONG
TO, OR WHO ACTUALLY OWNS THEM?
THESE THINGS WERE TAKEN WELL
BEFORE YOU OR I WERE BORN AND
WE HAVE NO MEMORY OF THEM. WHY
DI& THIS UP NOW? BETTER TO JUST
LET THINGS B8E.




GLAD THAT AT LEAST YOU ARE
LEARNING SOMETHING IN
SCHOOL. WHO 1S THIS
SCHOOLTEACHER ANYWAY?

FOR ME AT LEAST, THERE ARE
BETTER THINGS TO DO THAN
WORRY ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED
S50 LONG AcO. HOW WOULD
THAT EVEN HELP US IN THE
PRESENT?

IT'S IMPORTANT TO LEARN AND
LINDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED TO
THOSE WHO WENT B8EFORE US,
ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO FACED
HARDSHIP.

IMAGINE... YOUR ANCESTORS WERE LIVING IN A WORLD THAT WAS
VERY DIFFERENT TO OLIRS NOW.

\
¢
' ) THE WHITE MAN, THE JAPANESE DURING WWITI FLYING METAL LIKE
&> B8IRDS IN THE SKY,




AND FINALLY THE INDIANS, ALL CAME TO OUR NAGA
LANDS IN A SPAN OF 100 YEARS.




e BESIDES, WHAT IF T WERE DISPLAYED IN SOME MUSELIM

THINES: T HAPARN, THEY CABINET OR MY REMAINS LOCKED LP IN A BOX IN

R LT i it STORAGEP WOLILON'T IT MAKE YOLIR 8LOOD BOIL?
OUTSIDE FORCES. '

—— IT'S STILL THERE IN THE WAY
o oL ol TEXTEOOKS ARE WRITTEN ASOUT
s vty ey NAGA TRIBES IN SCHOOL. OUR
CATE WITH EACH OTHER AND TEACHERS ANR SOME OF M
18 PR S e e e CLASSMATES ARE QUESTIONING
etielnistmostyablarplonyiuiond THIS. ISN'T THAT A 600D THING?
premsemay sy | & SHOLLON'T WE 8E PROLID OF
DOING THINGS SAVAGE. n » WHERE: WE COME FROM?

OKAY, OKAY.... BUT THIS IS ANOTHER
THING ON TOP OF EVERYTHING ELSE.
SEE - THE NAGA INDEPENDENCE
MOVEMENT WAS 6OING ON EVEN
BEFORE 1947, THE YEAR OF INDIAN
INDEPENDENCE.




WE WANTED TO 8E LEFT ALONE, 8UT THE VIOLENCE AND
BLOODSHED HAS LEFT EVERYTHING IN A MESS.

WE'VE HEARD ABOUT THE PEACE PROCESS SINCE 1997 AND
NOW THE NAGA SOLUTION. WILL THIS EVER BE RESOLVED?

THERE'S JUST TOO MUCH TO
THINK ABOUT, HO, AND T'M
ANNOYED THAT THIS IS YET

ANOTHER THING - WHAT
ABOUT EDLICATION, ROADS,
HOUSING? I DON'T WANT TO
EVEN THINK OR TALK ABOUT

THIS.

I HEAR YOU, MY SON...I DON'T
KNOW WHAT WILL 8E DECIDED,
THAT 1S UP TO THE NATIONALISTS,
POLITICIANS AND THE PEOPLE
WHO ARE WORKING TO FIND A
SOLUTION. T HOPE THEY 8RING A
HONOURABLE SETTLEMENT FOR

us.




I AM OLD NOW, AND MAY NOT LIVE
TO SEE A NAGA SOLUTION. 8UT I
BELIEVE THAT THE NAGA FAMILY
WILL ENDURE, AND I PRAY FOR
THE RENEWAL OF OUR LANDS
THROUGH PEACE AND LOVE.
MAYBE THE RETURN OF OUR AN-
CESTRAL REMAINS, LINDERSTAND-
IN& OUR OWN HISTORY IN OUR
OWN WORDS, AND THE NAGA
SOLUTION WILL REAWAKEN OUIR
OWN VALUES AND CULTURE.

.THAT’'S MY HOPE.




PITT RIVERS MUSEUM IS IN OXFORD, ENGLAND, AND IS AN ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM, WHICH
HAS OVER 6000 NAGA CULTURAL OBJIECTS AND ABOUT 200 NAGA HUMAN REMAINS. IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN
1884 AND IS NOW PART OF THE UINIVERSITY OF OXFORD.




ARKOTONG LONGKUMER AND DOLLY KIKON ARE NAGA RESEARCHERS BASED IN EDINBURGH AND MELBOLUIRNE.




AFTER OLIR MANY TALKS
ON THE PHONE AND ON
ZOOM, IT'S GREAT TO
FINALLY MEET YOU,

IT'S GREAT TO FINALLY
SEE YOU ALL IN PERSON.

YES, IT 1S..IT WILL 82 600D TO
DISCUSS THE REPATRIATION OF
THE NAGA ANCESTRAL REMAINS
AND WHAT THAT MIGHT LOOK
LIKE.

WELCOME TO THE PITT
RIVERS MUSEUM.

THANKS FOR THE INVITE., WHY
HAVE YOU DECIDED TO WORK
WITH THE NAGAS NOW?




WE TOOK THE DECISION IN 2020
TO REMOVE DISPLAYS OF ANCES-
TRAL REMAINS THAT WERE INSEN-
SITIVE OR CAUSED OFFENCE TO
COMMUNITIES FROM WHOM THESE
WERE TAKEN (SLUCH AS THE SHUAR
IN ECUADOR AND NAGAS FROM
INDIA AND MYANMAR)D.

WE DEVELOPED A PRO-
CEDURE AROLIND THE
y PETLIRN OF CULTLIRAL
- OBUECTS AND ALSO
WROTE A COMMITTED
TO CHANGE STATE-

.
O

WE USE THIS TO HELP CONNECT WITH COMMLINITIES WHO EXPERIENCED THE HURT AND TRALIMA
OF 8RITISH COLONIALISM AND WHO CONTINUE TO 8E MARGINALISED.




THE PITT RIVERS HAS THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF NAGA OBJIECTS AND ANCESTRAL REMAINS IN THE WORLD. WE
HAVE LOTS OF HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS THROUEGH DIFFERENT BRITISH COLLECTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS
OVER THE YEARS.

.
kE DO NOT LEAN OM THE GLASS

CAN YOU TELL US A LITTLE
ABOUT THE NAGA RESEARCH
TEAM?

YES, YES. AFTER WE MADE CONTACT
WITH YOU IN 2020, A SMALL 6ROUP OF
NAGAS - RESEARCHERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIA-

TION (FNRY WHO WORK ON SOCIAL

JUSTICE AND PEACEBLILDING - FELT

STRONGLY THAT WE NEED TO CON-

FRONT THE TRAUMA OF COLONIALISM,
AND HOW OUR ANCESTRAL REMAINS
WERE TAKEN AWAY TO FOREIEN LANDS
TO PLACES LIKE THE PITT RIVERS.

'FNR
6‘/.

THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIATION

WE NEED TO CREATE SAFE SPACES TO EXPRESS OUR ANGER, AND RECOENISE THE SILENCE FROM
COLONIAL INSTITUTIONS THAT FOR TOO LONEG WENT LUINACKNOWLEDGED.
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THE FNR HELPED FORM THE NAGA RESEARCH TEAM - WE'RE CALLED
RECOVER, RESTORE AND DECOLONISE (RRAD).

RECOVER

RESTORE AND

THANKS TO THE FNR AND RRAD, AN ARTI-
CLE, THE UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF CO-
LONIALISM, APPEARED IN THE MORLING
EXPRESS. WE TALKED ABOUT THE HISTO-
RY OF B8RITISH COLONIALISM, ANCES-
TRAL HUMAN REPATRIATION, AND HEALING
OF THE NAGA LANDS. WE WANT THIS TO
BE THE START OF A CONVERSATION AND
DEBATE. DOLLY AND I WANT TO HEAR
FROM PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF

OUR RESEARCH 6ROUP,
RRAD, IS EXPLORING HOW
WE UNDERSTAND THE
OWNERSHIP OF THESE
HUMAN REMAINS.

WE'RE DOING PUBLIC LECTURES, COMMUNITY EVENTS AND ONE TO ONE INTERVIEWS. WE WANT PEOPLE TO KNOW ABOUT

THESE HUMAN REMAINS THAT BELONG TO THEIR ANCESTORS AND HELP DETERMINE WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM.




THAT'S GREAT. WE NEED MORE CONTEXT AND KNOWLEDGE
AND IT'S 8RILLIANT THAT RRAD ARE TAKING THIS ON. FOR
TOO LONG, THESE ANCESTRAL REMAINS WERE DISPLAYED
WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT HOW AND WHY THEY CAME INTO
OUR POSSESSION. SOMETIMES THEY WERE DISPLAYED
AND LABELLED AS SCIENTIFIC SPECIMENS, WITH ONLY A
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WHERE THEY CAME FROM.

WE ARE EAGER TO WORK WITH COMMUNITIES

AND UNDERSTAND THE SENSITIVITIES AROUND

THESE ISSUES ON AN EQUAL FOOTING. MOST

OF THE NAGA COLLECTION WAS GATHERED 8Y

THE 8RITISH OFFICERS WHO SERVED IN NAGA
REGIONS.

THE MOST WELL KNOWN ARE J.H. HUTTON, J.P. MILLS, AND J.C. HIGEINS. WE WANT TO WORK WITH THE NAGA RESEARCH
TEAM TO LINDERSTAND THE COLLECTION AND HOW THESE ANCESTRAL REMAINS MADE IT TO THE MUSEUM.




WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH OTHER
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
AROLIND THE WORLD

- SRR A o TR

THE MAASAI DELEGATES IN KENYA AND TANZANIA; THE EVENKI IN FAR EAST RUSSIA; HAIDA IN CANADA;

SHUAR IN ECUADOR AND WITH THE MAORI IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND.

s : [ ] ==\ P
THEY'RE LEADING US TO UNDERSTAND BETTER HOW WE CARE FOR THEIR CULTURAL OBJIECTS IN OUR MUSEUM. IN THE
PROCESS, WE ARE RESHAPING THE WAY WE APPROACH THE DIFFERENT COLLECTIONS THAT HONOUR THE PEOPLE AND
THEIR HISTORIES.




HAVING THESE CONVERSATIONS HAS OPENED
UP OPPORTLINITIES TO SPEAK TO INDIGE-
NOUS ELDERS FROM AROLIND THE WORLD, IN
THE NAGA AREAS, HAWAII AND AUSTRALIA,
SHARING THE TRALUMA OF COLONIALISM WITH
OTHER COMMUNITIES BUILDS SOLIDARITY AND | (BNl

KNOWING THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE.

WE WANT THIS PROCESS TO BE
COMMLUINITY-LED, ONCE WE'RE
SURE WHAT THE COMMLUNITY WANT
TO DO WITH THE REMAINS, ONLY
THEN WILL WE START THE PRO-
CESS OF RETUIRN.

WE REALISE THAT THERE'S MORE TO LEARN. WE
WANT TO RESPECT AND HONOLIR EACH OTHER'S
WAYS OF WORKING. SOMETIMES, THE PROCESS
OF REPATRIATION TO INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
TAKES A LONG TIME. COMMUNITIES HAVE TOLD US
HOW FRUSTRATING IT IS TO BE MADE TO JUMP
THROUGH BUREALICRATIC HOOPS, WHICH SLOW
DOWN THE PROCESS, WITHOUT MUCH FINANCIAL
OR LEGAL SUPPORT. AT THE MUSEUM, WE'RE
TRYING TO MAKE THE PROCESS BETTER AND
SMOOTHER.




YEAH...ONCE THE RRAD TEAM HAS
SPOKEN WITH THE COMMUNITIES AND
HAVE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSI-
BLE ABOUT THESE ANCESTRAL REMAINS,
THE MUSEUM WILL THEN WORK WITH THE
NAGA PEOPLE TO PRESENT THE FINDINGS
TO THE OXFORD UINIVERSITY COLINCIL.

THEY’LL MAKE A DECISION ABOUT
WHAT GETS RETURNED AND WHEN. IT
1S HARD TO KNOW EXACTLY HOW
LONG THIS WILL TAKE. IT MIGHT 8E
ANOTHER FEW YEARS BEFORE THE
ACTUAL REPATRIATION HAPPENS TO
THE NAGA HOMELANDS.

WE HOPE THE MUSEUM CAN
PARTICIPATE AND WORK
WITH YOU, THE NAGA
PEOPLE. WE ARE HUMBLED
TO 8E PART OF YOUR
STORY.
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HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT
WHAT’S HAPPENED WITH THE
NAGA ANCESTRAL REMAINS?

IT'S ALL OVER SOCIAL
MEDIA,

YEP - SAW IT LAST NIGHT. T WAS WONDERING
WHAT POSITION THE CHURCH WILL TAKE? I
MEAN, WHAT DOES IT THINK ABOUT THE
BURIAL OF THESE REMAINS?

DIENITY. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER
THE PERSON WAS CHRISTIAN OR NOT,
OUR ANCESTORS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN

TAKEN CARE OF. AND THAT IS THE
DECENT THING TO DO.




SOME PEOPLE ARE SAYING IF
THEY WEREN'T BAPTISED, THEY
WILL NOT 8E GIVEN A PROPER
BURIAL 8Y THE BAPTIST CHURCH,.
AND SOME PEOPLE THINK IT

IF THESE ANCESTRAL REMAINS
ARE BROUIGHT BACK, BECAUSE
THEY'RE NOT CHRISTIANS.

THAT SEEMS LIKE A 8IT OF A
STRETCH, DON'T YOU THINK? I WAS
ALWAYS TAUGHT TO TAKE CARE AND

RESPECT OUR ELDERS, AND OLIR AN-
CESTORS. WHATEVER THEIR IDENTITIES
MAY 8E, THEY MUST B8E ACCORDED
THE SAME HONOLUIR, HUMAN DIGNITY
IS THE GROUND UPON WHICH WE LIVE,
LOVE AND FLOURISH. I FEEL THAT IS
THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY.

NN
I AGREE. INNAGA RN\
CUSTOM AND TRADITION, K
WE ALWAYS RECOGNISE
THREE MAIN EVENTS:
| BIPTH, MARRIAGE AND
DEATH.,.




Ay

IN BIRTH, IT IS THE PARENTS AND FAMILY WHO TAKE CARE OF YOUI - GIVE YOU A NAME AND WELCOME YOU INTO
THIS WORLD.

IN MARRIAGE, THE CELEBRATION IS NOT JUST ABOUT THE COUPLE BUT NEW RELATIONSHIPS ARE MADE THAT EXPAND [
FAMILIES, VILLAGES, AND EVEN TRIBES.

IN DEATH, THE FAMILY AND KIN TAKE CARE OF THE PERSON SO THAT THEY CAN REST IN PEACE TO 8E RECEIVED IN THE
AFTER-LIFE, WHETHER IT IS IN HEAVEN REUNITED WITH &OD, OR WITH ANCESTORS.




HOL. 8UT NOT ALL ARE BAPTISTS - THERE ARE
OTHER DENOMINATIONS LIKE THE CATHOLICS,
PENTECOSTALS, REVIVAL CHURCH AND ALSO
NON-CHRISTIANS. SO, IDEAS AROLIND B8LIRYING
ANCESTRAL REMAINS WON'T BE THE SAME AND
WE MUST RESPECT THAT...




JUST BACK FROM COLLEGE. MEET UP
LATER FOR FOOD? (<

OK. MY PARENTS TALKING ABOUT
THOSE ANCESTRAL REMAINS... “=

DITTO. MINE TOO.

29




S0 MUCH TO GET MY
HEAD AROLIND, DEH, WHAT
DOES DECOLONISATION

MEAN FOR NAGAS LIKE
us? -

i KMY BROTHER IS DOING A R
PHD IN HISTORY. HE THINKS
WE NEED TO LINDERSTAND
h THE TERM COLONIALISM
FIRST BEFORE WE EVEN
INTRODUCE OTHER IDEAS.

veifevifew
= A=A=)

SERIOUSLY, HO. T THINK
HE MAKES SENSE. DO

YOU WANT TO LISTEN
OR WHAT... (%3

THERE GOES KIMIRO AND
HER BROTHER WITH THIS
WHOLE PHD BUSINESS

30



MY 8RO SAYS COLONIALISM
IS WHEN ONE COLINTRY
TAKES CONTROL OVER AN-

| OTHER, OFTEN TELLING THEM
THEY'RE INFERIOR AND

H FORCING ITS OWN LANGUAGE
| AND CULTUIRE ON THEM.

CHALO, TELL US NA AND

IGNORE CHITEBU ([

C’HEY TAKE LAND THAT’S VALUABLE TO THEM AND MAKE MONEY FROM IT. AND ALL THE WHILE TELLING THE

PEOPLE OF THE COLINTRY THEY'RE COLONISING THAT IT'S 600D FOR THEM.

‘ A

4

-

9 "

FROM THE 17005 ONWARDS, ELIROPEAN COLINTRIES GRABBED LARGE CHUNKS OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH, TO
ESTABLISH THEIR RULE THROUIGH COLONIALISM.
62 8
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S50 WHAT? DECOL- IS THE
OPPOSITE OF THIS? - =

IN ONE SENSE, IT CAN MEAN THE WITHORAWAL OF COLONIAL FORCES FROM THE LAND OF THE COLONISED. 8UT
MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT MEANS TAKING OWNERSHIP OF OLIR HISTORIES THAT ELUROPEAN AND WESTERN POWERS
HAVE DISMISSED AND LONE IGNORED.




DECOLONISATION CHALLENGES THE POWER STRUCTURES THAT CONTROLS THE WAY KNOWLEDGE IS PRODLICED,
LIKE...CERTAIN GROUPS WHO CLAIM THAT IT IS THEIR WAY OR THE HIGHWAY. IT'S NOT ONLY ABOUT THE EURO-CENTRIC
OR WESTERN POINT OF VIEW, 8UT IT CAN ALSO 8E APPLICABLE TO OUR CLURRENT PREDICAMENT IN INDIA,

- _

i}ﬁ B, h\*
*ﬂf‘ A ‘?' 3
T

&
o el

I}"Q.‘-

KIMANGBI-COMPLEX.
I'M NOT GETTING YOU.
GIVE AN EXAMPLE. 5.5




Q

OK. TAKE AXONE FOR INSTANCE.
OuR BELOVED DELICIOUSLY

\STINKY NATIONAL FOOD...

[ FOR MANY PEOPLE WHO DON'T KNOW IT, THE PLINGENT FERMENTED SOYBEAN SMELL MAKES THEM LNCOMFORTA- 7
BLE. SO THEY ASSOCIATE IT WITH BACKWARDNESS, LINSAVOURY CULTURAL PRACTICES, AND START CRITICISING THOSE
WHO EAT IT.

PEOPLE WHO LOVE IT GET EMBARRASSED AND NO LONGER ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH AXONE AND TRY TO
SUPPRESS IT, THINKING THAT IT IS THEIR LACK THAT SLICH A PRACTICE OF EATING AXONE EXISTS. THAT FEELING OF
INFERIORITY, ALLOWED TO SPREAD, IS LIKE EXPERIENCING COLONIALISM.




NOW, DECOLONISATION IS TO BRING AXONE BACK INTO OUR PRACTICES AND CELEBRATE IT NOT ONLY AS A FOOD
THAT WE LOVE, BUT SOMETHING THAT IS PART AND PARCEL OF OUR WAY OF LIFE, DESPITE THE HISTORY OF TRYING TO
DEHUMANISE LS AS A PEOPLE FOR EATING IT.

I’M ALL OUT FOR
AXONE

CHALO. LETS ALL

EAST OR WEST ’ - MEET AND DISCUSS
AXONE IS THE BEST | FLRTHER. TC CYA

SOON! |







AYAH, WE HOPE SO! T HARDLY REMEMBER THE NAGA
NATIONAL CONFLICT THE WAY THE OLDER FOLK DO.
BUT FROM THEIR STORIES AND MEMORIES, WE
CANNOT ESCAPE THE CONSEQUENCES OF IT. ITS
PRESENCE IS FELT AMONGST US; IT'S THERE IN THE
CONVERSATIONS AND THE IMAGINATION OF MANY
PEOPLE. YET, WHAT IS IT THAT WE ARE FIGHTING
FOR?

WOLULDON'T IT BE GREAT TO
SEE PEACE FINALLY RETLIRN
TO OUR HOMELANDS?

YES, THE NAGA PEOPLE HAVE
COME SO FAR - T HAVE WITNESSED
LOTS OF CHANGES. T AM HOPEFUL

THAT THE NAGA POLITICAL TALKS
WILL FINALLY 8E SETTLED.




WE ARE FIGHTING TO PRESERVE
OUR IDENTITIES, OUR HISTORIES,
AND OUR FUTURES. WE ARE
SAYING, WE ARE NAGA AND LET
US DETERMINE OLIR OWN DESTINY.
ISN'T THAT WORTH FIGHTING FOR?

YES, 8UT THROUGH DIALOGUE,
THROUGH THE ARTS, THROUIGH
MUSIC AND STORIES - AND NOT
THROUGH THE BARREL OF THE
GLUN.




DO YOU THINK THIS REPATRIATION
PROCESS WILL BECOME POLITICISED
AND END UP A TOOL FOR FIGHTING?

DO YOU THINK THIS WILL GIVE RISE

TO MORE TRIBALISM, MORE DIVI-

SIONS AND FACTIONS?

LISTEN - THERE WAS A PUBLIC
MEETING YESTERDAY ON THE NAGA
HUMAN REMAINS 8Y A DR. DOLLY
KIKON. AS SHE WAS SPEAKING, T
KEPT WONDERING IF THIS IS THE
MOMENT FOR US. MAYBE THE
RETURN OF THE REMAINS WILL HELP
IN RECOEGNISING OUR DIFFICULT
HISTORY WITH THE 8RITISH AND IN
FINDING WAYS TO UNDERSTAND OUR
PAST AND OUR FUTURE.




IT IS STRANGE, ISN'T IT? OUR ENCOLIN-
TERS WITH THE 8RITISH BROUGHT US TO
OUR CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION,
AND O8SCURED OUR OWN HISTORY. 8UT
NOW IT IS A COLONIAL INSTITUTION
HELPING US TO PEER INTO THE PAST.
MAYBE THIS IS NO COINCIDENCE?

I'M NOT SURE IF THIS IS COINCIDENCE
OR NOT, 8UT IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY. IT
IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO HEAL OUR
TROUBLED LAND, A LAND THAT HAS
SEEN SO MUCH BLOODSHED, AND TO
ANSWER YOUR QUESTION AYLING, IT'LL
BE A SHAME, A LOSS, IF WE 0 DOWN
THAT PATH OF DIVISIVE POLITICS. THERE |
SHOULD 8E NO WAY BACK FROM HERE.
WE CAN ONLY MOVE FORWARD.




THERE'S A STORY T REMEMBER MY
GRANDMOTHER TELLING ME, A STORY
THAT IS TOLD IN MANY HOMES ACROSS
THE NAGA LANDS, FILLING OUR
HEARTHS WITH WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE
AND TALK.

IT GOES SOMETHING
LIKE THIS...




BIRDS, ANIMALS, AND PEOPLE LIVED IN HARMONY WITH THE TREES, PLANTS AND RIVERS IN THE FORESTS. THEY
COULD LINDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER'S LANGUAGES AND WOLILD GATHER TOGETHER TO FEAST FOR THOSE WERE THE
DAYS OF PLENTY.




HUMANS AND TIGERS WERE FRIENDS AND LIVED TOGETHER;

SPIRITS CAME AS PEOPLE AND 8IRDS BECAME SPIRITS;




SRR AEELST = . 50

44




THEIR STORIES AND THEIR DEEDS ARE REMEMBERED AND RETOLD TO YOUNE ONES IN THE COLD WINTER
NIGHTS AROLIND THE FIRE,

L I’é«'r' U (WL

K NN




EVERY INCH OF OUR LAND - A CERTAIN B8END,

THE CROOKEDNESS OF A TREE BRANCH - HAS A TALE TO TELL.

WE ARE A PEOPLE OF STORIES.




A SPACE FOR REFLECTION HAS OPENED UP FOR US. WE NEED TO FIND COMFORT IN THE DEEP ABIDING MEMORIES OF
OUR LANDS AND OUR PEOPLE. OUR HILLS, TREES, RIVERS, AND FIELDS REMIND US OF THE SACRED LAND THAT WE
CALL HOME. NEVER FORGET THAT. TIME HAS REACHED FOR US TO RENEW OLIR LANDS. COULD THE RETURN OF OUR

ANCESTORS LEAD TO A SPARK THAT IGNITES OUR SPIRITS?




YES, THINGS MAY 8E LINCERTAIN,
MEMORIES MAY HAVE FADED, 8UT WE
MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER TO STRIVE

AS A FAMILY.

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US - LUNDERSTANDING THEIR STORIES, AND THE EVENTS THAT HAVE
COME OUR WAY, IS NOT A TASK FOR ONE PERSON, BUT FOR THE MANY. KNOWING THAT T CAN SHARE THIS WITH YOU
GIVES ME THE STRENGTH TO FACE WHAT'S COMING.
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Meren Imchen is an Animator and Story Artist with more than 19 years of experience in developing
and executing projects of animation/motion design/direction/illustrations/concept art. Projects under
his belt include animated short films, commercials, promotions, music videos, concept art and graphic
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Remembering those who have gone before us — understanding their

stories, and the events that have come our way, is not a task_for one

person, but for the many. Knowing that I can share this with you
gives me the strength to face what's coming.
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